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1878. apology, it agreed to the temporary reception of
a British Envoy, and must have led to further
parleying. It was now treated as too late, and the
war was proceeding when Parliament met. But a
few days before the opening of the session, Mr*
Dec. 5. Gladstone paid a farewell visit to Greenwich,
which he had decided not to contest again, and
delivered at Plumstead a powerful speech against
MT. Giad- the Indian policy of the Government. " If Russia,"
Stock on he exclaimed, "sent a mission to Kabul, why have
we not called Russia to account ?" This is the
sort of point which goes straight home to the
British public, because it combines sound morality
with common-sense* Discarding with contempt
the pretext that when war commenced, criticism
should be dumb, he denounced the injustice of the
attack upon the Amir, and reminded the people of
England that national injustice was the surest road
to national downfall. It was impossible to realise
that the great orator who held that vast meeting
in thrall as he quoted the words of Lady Macbeth's
physician : " This disease is beyond my practice,"
and added, ** The disease of an evil conscience
is beyond the practice of all the physicians of all
the countries in the world," had retired from, his
natural place at the head of the Liberal party.

By this time the official leaders of Liberalism
had plucked up courage, and after such a speech
as Mr. Gladstone's the party would not have
r tolerated any slackness in opposition Amendments
to the Ministerial Resolutions were moved in both
Houses by Lord Halifax, who had been Secretary
of State for India, and Mr. Whitbread, whose
judicial manner added weight to a perfect Parlia-
mentary style. Although the technical question
which required the Queen's speech to be delivered
in December instead of February was the draft
upon the revenues of India, the real subject of